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FOREWORD
The Department of Epidemiology and Public Health was born in 1960
of the fusion of the Section of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine and
the Department of Public Health of the Yale University School of
Medicine. This fertile union has been followed by notable growth, diversifi-
cation, and evidence of hybrid vigor.
To the traditional areas of public health practice which have been asso-
ciated with the dramatic improvement in the health of the population in
the past half century the recent rapid evolution of our complex civilization
has added the need for knowledge and competence in fields as disparate
as ecology, medical entomology, mental health, social psychology, environ-
mental contamination, and medical care, all of which impinge on public
health. Meeting the need for trained personnel and sound research in these
areas, particularly as they relate to epidemiology and biostatistics, has
accounted for much of the department's growth.
To make known this activity the Department approached the Yale
Journal of Biology and Medicine with the suggestion that a number of the
Journal might be devoted to the work of members of the staff. The idea
was warmly received and this issue of August 1963, is the result. Confining
its activities to the solicitation and collection of manuscripts the Department
received and transmitted to the Editors fifteen papers. The Library Com-
mittee of the Department consisting of Dr. Paul Anderson, Mrs. Ruth
Herrington, Dr. Gueh-Djen Hsiung, and Mr. Eric Mood under the chair-
manship of Dr. Lincoln Gerende and later Dr. Ira Gabrielson was given
responsibility for this effort. Of the papers submitted eight were chosen by
the Editors and each of the major divisions of the Department (epidemi-
ology, biostatistics, and public health practice) is represented by at least
one paper.
We hope this collection will reflect a view of the Department of
Epidemiology and Public Health and in so doing justify our pride in the
activities of its faculty. And that this may be but the first such mirror held
up to our interests and investigations.
ANTHONY M.-M. PAYNE, M.D., M.R.C.P.
Chairnan.
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